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Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 

one hour and to check the batteries 

in your smoke alarms! 

The 14th annual Granite 

F a l l s  M e r c h a n t s 

Association Festival on 

Main will be held 

Saturday, September 21
st
 

from 2 to 8 p.m. in 

histor ic downtown 

Granite Falls. Vendors 

will sell various crafts 

including jewelry, home 

décor, soaps, and other 

items including clothing 

and accessories. Food vendors will offer an outstanding assortment 

of foods and beverages including hot dogs, hamburgers, BBQ, ice 

cream, funnel cakes, and snow cones. The Festival has a special 

section for kids with free bounce houses, free face painting, and a 

DARE program display. Entertainment scheduled includes the 

South Caldwell High Band, Sims Country Cloggers, and the band 

Chris Taylor and the Rumor (70s, 80s, 90s, and now). Please 

remember that animals (with the exception of service animals) are 

not allowed at Town events. Visit www.granitefallsmerchantsnc.org 

for more details. A special thanks to our Platinum Sponsors 

ElectriCities, Honda of North Carolina, and Hickory Falls Health and 

Rehabilitation for their support! 

 

The Town of Granite Falls will host a ceremony to honor Veterans 

on Friday, November 8 at 10:00 a.m. in the gymnasium at the 

Granite Falls Recreation Center at 56 Pinewood Road. The 

ceremony will honor all Veterans including Veterans whose names 

have been inscribed on the monument since the dedication 

ceremony last year. All Town residents, as well as other individuals 

wishing to honor Veterans, are invited to attend this special event. 

The Town will continue to accept applications 

for Veteran name inscriptions on the 

monument. Names will be inscribed in phases 

and applications will be accepted through July 

31
st
 each year for the annual Veterans Day 

Ceremony.  Those names collected after July 

31
st
 each year will be inscribed on the 

monument walls the following year and 

recognized at the next Veterans Day program. 

Applications for name inscriptions are available 

at the Town Office or on our website.   

Join us in celebrating Public Power Week from October 6th to 

12th! Stop by the Town Office on Tuesday, October 8th, for 

Customer Appreciation Day, where we'll be offering light 

refreshments and free promotional items while supplies last. 

Since 1915, our Town has been "Powering 

Our Community" by providing reliable 

electric service. Our locally-based electric 

crews ensure quick restoration after 

outages, embodying our commitment to 

"Neighbors Serving Neighbors." With face-

to-face, hometown service, we're here to 

resolve any customer service issues 

promptly. Learn more about the benefits of 

public power at www.electricities.com. 

The 18th Annual Festival on the Square will be in downtown 

Granite Falls on Monday, November 25th  from 6:15-7:30 p.m. The 

Festival brings the Christmas season to life at the Annual Tree 

Lighting Ceremony!  In addition to booths from local businesses 

and churches, the evening will be filled with the sounds of 

Christmas music 

from local school 

c horuses  and 

bands. To register 

for a booth, visit 

granitefallsnc.com/

fosvendor or contact 

the Town Office at 

396-3131 for more 

information.  

  

The Granite Falls Merchants Association is 

sponsoring the 12th annual Light Up Granite Falls 

event. The trees are sponsored by local businesses 

and will be decorated by students from the local 

schools in the “Christmas at the Movies” theme. 

These beautiful trees will be on display in 

downtown Granite Falls throughout the Christmas 

season. Don’t miss these exciting Christmas events 

in Granite Falls as we light up the streets with the 

sights and sounds of Christmas! 

IMPACT by Rotary Club of the Foothills will sponsor the annual 

Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 7th at 12:00 noon 

downtown. This year’s float theme is “Christmas at the Movies”. 

Celebrate iconic Christmas films with floats dedicated to classic 

Christmas movies like Home Alone, Elf, 

The Grinch, and It’s a Wonderful Life. 

Registration and payment can be 

completed online at rcfimpact.com or 

forms can be picked up at Southeast 

Retirement Planners (27 Falls Ave, Granite 

Falls). For more information, contact 

impact.rotaryfoothills@gmail.com or 572-

3272.  

 

Monday, September 2—Labor Day 

Monday, November 11—Veterans Day 

Thursday—Friday, November 28 & 29—Thanksgiving 

Tuesday—Thursday, December 24, 25, & 26—Christmas 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact your elected officials to 

discuss Town government.  

Dr. Caryl B. Burns, Mayor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-3713 

Mike Mackie, Mayor Pro Tem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-3546 

Ritch Bolick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 474-6506 

Larry Knight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228-6426 

Jim Mackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-5116 

Martin Townsend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-1704 

Tracy Townsend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-9055 

The 2023-2024 Wastewater Treatment Plant and Collections 

System Annual Report is available for viewing at the Town Office. 

2,900 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $310, or 10.7 cents per unit. 

Don’t Feed the Grease Goblin! 
Put oil and grease in collection containers 

Keep grease out of wash water 

Place food scraps in collection containers 

 Remove oil and grease from kitchen utensils,  

       equipment and food preparation areas with  

       scrapers/towels/brooms 

Pour oil and grease down drains 

Wash fryers/griddles, pots/pans, and plates with water until oil 

and grease are removed 

Use hot water to rinse grease off surfaces 

Put food scraps down drains 

Early Voting will take place 10/17/24 - 11/2/24 

Monday—Friday from 8:00am - 7:30pm and 

S a t u r d a y s  8 : 0 0 a m  -  3 : 0 0 p m .  

The Shuford Recreation Center will also be an 

assigned voting precinct on Election Day, 11/5/24, 

from 6:30am - 7:30pm.  

Photo IDs will be required for the 2024 Elections. Photo ID must 

be unexpired or expired less than 1 year. Older voters may use an 

expired photo ID if it expired after they turned 65. Your photo ID 

does not need to include your current address. Precinct officials 

will only be looking at your photo and name.  

If a voter does not have an acceptable photo ID, they can get a free 

No-Fee ID Card from the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles or a free 

NC Voter Photo ID card at the Board of Elections Office. For more 

information on photo ID, please visit the State Board of Elections 

website at www.ncsbe.gov/voting/voter-id 

The Town of Granite Falls offers curbside leaf 

collection, which helps citizens dispose of their leaves 

while ensuring that storm drains remain unclogged. 

Leaf collection is scheduled to run November 1  -  

January 31st. Leaf collection is weather dependent. 

Residents are asked to ensure that tree limbs, sticks, and metal are 

removed from the leaf piles. Yard debris other than leaves will clog 

or damage the machine, slowing down the collection process. 

Leaves should be placed on your property as close to the street as 

possible without blocking access for pedestrians or traffic. Leaves 

should not be placed in ditches or where they will blow into storm 

drains. The vacuum truck cannot reach leaves that are raked beside 

parked cars. Leaves are picked up along a regular route. The entire 

route is covered before it is restarted. If you need expedited leaf 

collection, please bag your leaves and they will be collected every 

Thursday along with Town refuse. If you are interested in having 

the leaves we collected delivered to your home, please call the 

Town Office at 396-3131. 

2024 Basketball Registration (Ages 4-12) 

Monday, October 21st—Monday, November 4th 

Fee (Includes Uniform): 

Resident - $40.00 | Non Resident - $65.00 

Shuford Recreation Center will be closed  

Monday, Nov. 25—Saturday, Nov. 30  

for floor refinishing and the Thanksgiving Holiday.  

 

Election season is fast approaching. There are some basic rules for 

political signs on private property: 

 Can be put out no earlier than thirty (30) days 

prior to the start of early voting 

 Must be removed within ten (10) days of the 

election  

 Signs cannot exceed sixteen (16ft²) square 

feet in size  

The Town's regulations are applicable within the Town Limits and 

the Town's Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). Also, political signs 

are prohibited on Town Property, including the Shuford Recreation 

Center.  
The Town of Granite Falls is pleased to 

announce that Linda Story, our former 

Town Manager, has been awarded the 

Public Power Lifetime Achievement Award 

at the 2024 ElectriCities Annual 

Conference. This award recognizes Linda's 

significant contributions to public power 

and her many years of dedicated service to our community. 

Linda Story began her career with the Town as the Town Clerk 

before becoming the Interim Town Manager in 1981 and then the 

full-time Town Manager in 1982. She was one of the first female 

managers in North Carolina and led Granite Falls for over 27 years 

until her retirement in 2009. During her tenure, Linda was 

instrumental in securing approximately $10 million in grant funds, 

significantly enhancing Town services and ensuring high-quality 

services for our residents.  

Under her leadership, the Town successfully navigated various 

challenges from infrastructure improvements to economic 

development initiatives. Linda worked closely with Town 

employees, council members, and residents to address their 

concerns and promote the Town's interests. 

The Town of Granite Falls congratulates Linda Story on receiving 

the Public Power Lifetime Achievement Award. Her contributions 

have had a lasting impact on our community, and her dedication to 

public service is greatly appreciated. 

ElectriCities CEO Roy Jones and Former 

Town Manager Linda Story are pictured 

at the ElectriCities Annual Conference on 

August 14 in Asheville, NC. 


