
 

Veteran’s Day Ceremony - Granite Falls Recreation Center 

Festival on the Square and  

Light Up Granite Falls Christmas Tree Lighting 

 

Town of Granite Falls Christmas Parade 

 

Call 828-396-3131 24-hours-a-day, 7 days a week to report 

emergencies including power outages, downed power lines, water 

leaks, and sewer overflows. Town Office staff will be on-hand 

during normal business hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday 

through Friday, and all other utility calls will be answered by an 

after hours call center who will relay the information to the on-call 

water, sewer, or electric personnel.  

 DO NOT CALL 911 TO REPORT A POWER OR WATER/SEWER ISSUE 

 

Monday, September 4—Labor Day 

Friday, November 10—Veterans Day 

Thursday—Friday, November 23 & 24—Thanksgiving 

Monday—Wednesday, December 25, 26, & 27—Christmas 

P.O. Drawer 10 • Granite Falls, NC 28630 • www.granitefallsnc.com • (828) 396-3131 

September 

2023 

Co-Ed Youth (Ages 4-13) Basketball registration will be 

held October 16—November 6.  

*Fee includes uniform* 

$40.00 for resident of Granite Falls  

$65.00 for non-resident of Granite Falls 

Lakeside Park is open from Dawn until Dusk. Swimming is 

prohibited at the “Tater Hole” and camping and open fires are 

prohibited in the park. 

Neighborhood Park is open from Dawn until Dusk. 

  

 

 

The 13th annual Granite 

F a l l s  M e r c h a n t s 

Association Festival on 

Main will be held 

Saturday, September 16
th
 

from 2 to 8 p.m. in historic 

downtown Granite Falls. 

Vendors will sell various 

crafts including jewelry, 

home décor, soaps, and 

other items including clothing and accessories. Food vendors will 

offer an outstanding assortment of foods and beverages including 

hot dogs, hamburgers, ice cream, funnel cakes, and snow cones. 

The Festival has a special section for kids with free bounce houses, 

free face painting, and a DARE program display. Entertainment 

scheduled includes the South Caldwell High Band, EDGE Dance, 

and the band Chris Taylor and the Rumor (70s, 80s, 90s, to now). 

Please remember that animals (with the exception of service 

animals) are not allowed at Town events. Visit 

www.granitefallsmerchantsnc.org for more details. A special 

thanks to our Platinum Sponsors Hickory Falls Health and 

Rehabilitation and ServPro for their support! 

Public Power Week will be October 1
st
 – 7

th
. Come 

by the Town Office on Tuesday, October 3
rd
 for 

Customer Appreciation Day. We will have light 

refreshments and free promotional items while they 

last. The Town’s electric service is highly reliable with a fast 

restoration rate after outages because the electric crews are locally 

based and live in our community. We offer face to face local 

hometown service and can quickly resolve customer service issues. 

Learn more about public power at www.ncpublicpower.com.  

 

 

 

 

Back Row (Left to Right): Mayor Pro-Tem Tracy Townsend, 

Councilmembers Larry Knight, Ritch Bolick, Jim Mackie, M.D. Townsend, 

and Mike Mackie—Front Row (Left to Right): Mayor Caryl B. Burns and Dr. 

Kim Case, myFutureNC   

 

The Town of Granite Falls Town Council passed a Resolution to 

Support the myFutureNC Attainment Goal for the State of North 

Carolina, and for Caldwell County, during the August 21, 2023, 

Town Council meeting. The resolution was passed following a 

presentation by Dr. Kim Case, Regional Manager, Northwest 

Region, myFutureNC, who explained the importance of the goals 

outlined in the resolution. By passing the resolution, the Town of 

Granite Falls Town Council committed to foster collaboration with 

leaders in business, education, state and local government, and 

other community organizations to achieve the attainment goal by 

developing an action plan, defining success with measurable 

outcomes, executing the action plan, and by sharing successful 

practices with myFutureNC and peer communities.  

The goals outlined in the resolution are that 2 million North 

Carolinians will have a high-quality credential or postsecondary 

degree by 2030 which includes the goal that 11,000 Caldwell 

County citizens will have a high-quality credential or postsecondary 

degree by 2030. The achievement of the statewide and local 

measurable goals will bridge the gap between educational levels of 

our citizens and the current and future needs of existing and 

potential employers. Dr. Caryl B. Burns, Mayor of the Town of 

Granite Falls stated “The key to a better future for our citizens is to 

foster an environment that encourages everyone to become life-

long learners. The myFutureNC attainment goals emphasize this 

process by primarily focusing on individuals between the ages of 

25 to 44. Hopefully, if these individuals become life-long learners, 

they will pass this trait along to future generations.”   

For more information about myFutureNC, visit myFutureNC.org.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact your elected officials to 

discuss Town government.  

Dr. Caryl B. Burns, Mayor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .396-3713 

Tracy Townsend, Mayor Pro Tem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-9055 

Ritch Bolick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 474-6506 

Larry Knight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-1744 

Jim Mackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-5116 

Mike Mackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  396-3546 

Martin Townsend. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-1704 

2,900 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $310, or 10.7 cents per unit. 

The Town of Granite Falls recognized Shea Bolick, the 2023 

Burroughs Wellcome North Carolina Northwest Teacher of the 

Year, during a meeting of the Granite Falls Town Council on 

Monday, July 23, 2023 in the Town Council Chambers on South 

Main Street.  Dr.  Caryl B. Burns, Mayor of Granite Falls, presented 

Mrs. Bolick with a gift from the town and a certificate which 

recognized her commitment and dedication to students in Caldwell 

County Schools for the past twenty-two years.  Mrs. Bolick teaches 

Spanish at South Caldwell High School.  In addition to her duties 

as a teacher, the award recipient is an active member of Granite 

Falls First United Methodist Church where she heads the food 

ministry and volunteers on the mission field in Costa Rica.  She 

lives in Granite Falls with her husband, Ritch Bolick.   

Election season is fast approaching. There are some basic rules for 

political signs on private property: 

 Can be put out no earlier than thirty (30) days 

prior to the start of early voting 

 Must be removed within ten (10) days of the 

election  

 Signs cannot exceed sixteen (16ft²) square 

feet in size  

The Town's regulations are applicable within 

the Town Limits and the Town's Extra Territorial Jurisdiction (ETJ). 

Also, political signs are prohibited on Town Property, including the 

Shuford Recreation Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row (Left to Right): Mayor Pro-Tem Tracy Townsend, 

Councilmembers Larry Knight, Ritch Bolick, M.D. Townsend, Jim Mackie, 

and Mike Mackie—Front Row (Left to Right): Mayor Caryl B. Burns, 

Caldwell County R.E.S.T.A.R.T. Program Coordinator Jason Powell, and  

R.E.S.T.A.R.T. Support Dog Cyren. 

 

Jason Powell, Caldwell County R.E.S.T.A.R.T. Program Coordinator, 

recently gave a presentation to the Town of Granite Falls Town 

Council on the “Opioid Crisis” and the Caldwell County 

R.E.S.T.A.R.T. Program that was initiated to help address the 

Opioid Crisis. Mr. Powell explained that “R.E.S.T.A.R.T. is an 

acronym which exemplifies the foundations of the program which 

are Recognize, Educate, Stabilize, Transform, Accelerate, 

Rehabilitate, and Trust. Mr. Powell further explained that 

R.E.S.T.A.R.T. is a post-overdose response team with goals to 

engage citizens who have overdosed, follow up with them and 

their families within hours after the overdose, and then connect 

those with non-fatal drug overdoses with resources for addiction 

treatment, recovery support, harm reduction services, primary 

healthcare, or any other services or support they need to improve 

their health and well-being. All individuals are treated with dignity, 

respect, compassion, and from non-judgmental viewpoints.  

 

Mr. Powell presented facts that support the need for the Caldwell 

County R.E.S.T.A.R.T. Program: 

• The per capita overdose death rate in Caldwell County has 

exceeded the per capita overdose death rate in North Carolina 

for each of the past three years.  

• Caldwell County ranked #7 in the state in per capita Opioid 

Overdose Emergency Room visits between July 1, 2022, and 

June 30, 2023.  

• Caldwell County ranked #6 in the state in per capita 

Medication/ Drug Overdose Emergency Room visits between 

July 1, 2022, and June 30, 2023. 

 

Mr. Powell concluded the presentation by inviting the Town Council 

Members, Town employees, and other interested parties to attend 

future community events sponsored by Caldwell County 

R.E.S.T.A.R.T. which will focus on community awareness, education, 

and local resources. To learn more about R.E.S.T.A.R.T., follow 

them on Facebook at @CaldwellCountyRESTART or email 

RESTART@caldwellcountync.org.   

Early Voting will take place 10/19/23 - 11/03/23 on 

weekdays only from 8:00am - 5:00pm  and 

Saturday, 11/04/23 from 8:00am - 3:00pm.  

In fiscal year 2023, the Granite Falls Town 

Council approved the largest street paving 

project in the history of the Town. The Town 

spent over $878,000 paving Town 

maintained streets. Other Town streets still 

need to be paved, many of these streets will 

be paved once the Town completes the replacement of water and 

wastewater lines. The Town applied for and received a $5 million 

dollar Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to replace the 

lines on these streets. The CDBG funds can only be used on these 

streets and cannot be used for anything other than line and meter 

replacement or repaving the streets where these lines are located. 


