
P.O. Drawer 10 • Granite Falls, NC 28630 • www.granitefallsnc.com • (828) 396-3131 

November 

2023 

P.O. Drawer 10 • Granite Falls, NC 28630 • www.granitefallsnc.com • (828) 396-3131 

The 17th Annual 

Festival on the 

Square will be in 

downtown Granite 

Falls on Monday, 

November 20th
  
from 

6:15-7:30 p.m. The 

Festival brings the 

Christmas season to 

life at the Annual 

Tree Lighting Ceremony!  In addition to booths from local 

businesses and churches, the evening will be filled with the sounds 

of Christmas music from local school choruses and bands. To 

register for a booth, visit granitefallsnc.com/fosvendor or contact 

the Town Office at 396-3131 for more information.  

 

The Granite Falls Merchants Association is 

sponsoring the 11th annual Light Up Granite 

Falls event. The trees are sponsored by local 

businesses and will be decorated by students 

from the local schools in the “Christmas 

Around the World” theme. These beautiful 

trees will be on display throughout the holiday 

season. Don’t miss these exciting Christmas 

events in Granite Falls as we light up the 

streets with the sights and sounds of 

Christmas! 

IMPACT by Rotary Club of the 

Foothills will sponsor the annual 

Christmas Parade on Saturday, 

December 2nd at 12:00 noon 

downtown. This year’s float theme is 

“Christmas Around the World”. All 

proceeds from the parade  will go 

toward scholarships for South 

Caldwell students. Registration and 

payment can be completed online at 

rcfimpact.com or forms can be picked up at Southeast Retirement 

Planners (27 Falls Ave, Granite Falls) or Car Guys (1447 Morganton 

Blvd SW, Lenoir). For more information, contact IMPACT at 

impact.rotaryfoothills@gmail.com or 572-3272.  

 

The Town of Granite Falls will host a ceremony to 

honor Veterans on Thursday, November 9th at 

10:00 a.m. in the gymnasium at the Granite Falls 

Recreation Center at 56 Pinewood Road. The 

ceremony will honor all Veterans including 

Veterans whose names have been inscribed on 

the monument since the dedication ceremony last 

year. All Town residents, as well as other 

individuals wishing to honor Veterans, are invited 

to attend this special event. 

 

The Town will continue to accept applications for Veteran name 

inscriptions on the monument. Names will be inscribed in phases 

and applications will be accepted through July 31st each year for 

the annual Veterans Day Ceremony.  Those names collected after 

July 31st each year will be inscribed on the monument walls the 

following year and recognized at the next Veterans Day program. 

Applications for name inscriptions are available at the Town Office 

or on our website.   

At the October 16th Town Council meeting, Caldwell Community 

College and Technical Institute President Dr. Mark Poarch gave an 

update to the Council on the community college and Caldwell 

County Schools Superintendent Dr. Don Phipps gave an update to 

the Council on the school system. Every year, the Council invites Dr. 

Poarch and Dr. Phipps to give these updates because of the 

importance of the college and school system in strengthening our 

communities and for their roles in driving future growth through 

economic development. The Town Council also recognized Dr. 

Poarch for being selected as the 2023 Wells Fargo North Carolina 

Community College President of the Year and Dr. Phipps for being 

selected as the 2023 A. Craig Phillips North Carolina 

Superintendent of the Year.  

Town Manager Jerry Church is pleased to 

announce the promotion of Brine Branham to 

Chief of Police on October 15, 2023. Chief 

Branham has over 19 years of experience in 

local law enforcement and has spent the last 

six years serving the citizens of the Town of 

Granite Falls as the Assistant Police Chief. 

Branham served in the North Carolina National 

Guard for 15 years. He has a Bachelors of 

Science in Criminal Justice from East Carolina University and was a 

2016 graduate of the prestigious FBI National Academy in 

Quantico, Virginia. Please join us in congratulating and supporting 

Brine in his new role with the Town of Granite Falls. 

Back Row (L-R): Mayor Pro-Tem Tracy Townsend and Councilmember 

Larry Knight Front Row (L-R): CCC&TI President Dr. Mark Poarch, Mayor 

Caryl B. Burns, Caldwell County Schools Superintendent Dr. Don Phipps, 

Councilmembers Jim Mackie, M.D. Townsend, and Mike Mackie 

 

Call 828-396-3131 24-hours-a-day, 7 days a week to report 

emergencies including power outages, downed power lines, water 

leaks, and sewer overflows. Town Office staff will be on-hand 

during normal business hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm Monday 

through Friday, and all other utility calls will be answered by an 

after hours call center who will relay the information to the on-call 

water, sewer, or electric personnel.  

  DO NOT CALL 911 TO REPORT A POWER OR WATER/SEWER ISSUE 



Don’t forget to turn your clocks back 

one hour and to check the batteries 

in your smoke alarms! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact your elected officials to 

discuss Town government.  

Dr. Caryl B. Burns, Mayor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .396-3713 

Tracy Townsend, Mayor Pro Tem . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-9055 

Ritch Bolick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 474-6506 

Larry Knight . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-1744 

Jim Mackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-5116 

Mike Mackie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  396-3546 

Martin Townsend. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 396-1704 

2,900 copies of this public document were printed at a cost of $310, or 10.7 cents per unit. 

2023 Basketball Registration (Ages 4-13) 

Ends Monday, November 6th 

Fee (Includes Uniform): 

Resident - $40.00 | Non Resident - $65.00 

 

2024 Baseball / Softball / Tee-Ball Registration (Ages 4-13) 

Monday, February 5th—Monday, February 26th 

Fee (Includes Uniform): 

Resident - $40.00 | Non Resident - $65.00 

 

Shuford Recreation Center will be closed  

Monday, Nov. 20—Saturday, Nov. 25  

for floor refinishing and the Thanksgiving Holiday. 

 

Lakeside Park is open from Dawn until Dusk. Swimming, camping, 

and open fires are prohibited at Lakeside Park  

Neighborhood Park is open from Dawn until Dusk. 

  

 

The Town of Granite Falls offers curbside leaf 

collection, which helps citizens dispose of their leaves 

while ensuring that storm drains remain unclogged. 

Leaf collection is scheduled to run November 1  -  

January 31st. Leaf collection is weather dependent. 

Residents are asked to ensure that tree limbs, sticks, and metal are 

removed from the leaf piles. Yard debris other than leaves will clog 

or damage the machine, slowing down the collection process. 

Leaves should be placed on your property as close to the street as 

possible without blocking access for pedestrians or traffic. Leaves 

should not be placed in ditches or where they will blow into storm 

drains. The vacuum truck cannot reach leaves that are raked beside 

parked cars. Leaves are picked up along a regular route. The entire 

route is covered before it is restarted. If you need expedited leaf 

collection, please bag your leaves and they will be collected every 

Thursday along with Town refuse. 

Early Voting ends Saturday, 11/04/23. Early Voting is available Monday—Friday from 8:00am - 5:00pm and 

Saturday, 11/04/23 from 8:00am - 3:00pm. The Recreation Center will also be a voting site on Election Day, 

Tuesday 11/07/23, from 6:30am - 7:30pm. 

 

Friday, November 10 - Veterans Day 

Thursday & Friday, November 23-24 - Thanksgiving 

Monday - Wednesday, December 25-27 - Christmas 

Monday, January 1 - New Year’s Day 

Monday, January 15 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

Friday, March 29 - Good Friday 

The Town of Granite Falls was fortunate to have been awarded a 

direct allocation of $5 million from the North Carolina state budget 

to help build a new town fire department. The new department will 

be located closer to the center of town to better serve the growing 

population in the south end of the town limits and in the South 

Caldwell Fire District. The current fire station will no longer be 

useable once the 321A widening project from Duke Street to 

Pinewood Road is completed in the next few years. The new fire 

department is expected to cost more than $10 million, so this 

allocation is a very significant start for this project. We would like 

to thank our legislators, Representative Destin Hall and Senator 

Dean Proctor, for securing this budget allocation and for their 

service in the legislature representing our citizens. 

The Town of Granite Falls was awarded a $4.99 million Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) to revitalize certain 

neighborhoods by replacing aging water and wastewater 

infrastructure and repaving disturbed streets. Based on age and 

condition, the following streets were identified and selected for the 

project: Pearl Street, Pine Cone Lane, Pine Street, and sections of 

Hill Street. All projects must be completed over the next couple of 

years as required by the grant stipulations. Once engineering and 

bids are complete, the Town will reach out to affected residents to 

inform them of construction activities. 

The Granite Falls Recreation Department is excited to announce 

two new ADA accessibility projects at the Shuford Recreation 

Center: 

ADA accessible sidewalk: A new ADA accessible sidewalk will 

connect the lower parking area to the ADA-compliant sidewalk at 

the ADA playgrounds and the planned ADA-compliant splash pad. 

This project is 100% funded by the North Carolina State Capital 

Infrastructure Fund. 

Outdoor ADA-compliant restrooms: Two new outdoor ADA-

compliant restrooms will be constructed in the existing pool 

bathhouse. These restrooms will serve Field #3 players and 

spectators and patrons of the swimming pool. 

We are committed to making the Shuford Recreation Center 

accessible for everyone. These new projects will help us achieve 

that goal and provide a better experience for all of our visitors. 

If you need assistance with food and/or past due rent and utility 

bills, you may qualify for assistance from South Caldwell Christian 

Ministries through the Community Development Block Grant - 

Coronavirus Program. For more information visit our website or 

call SCCM at 828-396-4000.  


