MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 28, 2020

Due to COVID-19 (coronavirus), this special meeting of the Granite Falls
Town Council was held in the Council Room and allowed for remote
participation
by members of the media, citizens and members of the general public, and
all other interested parties.

SPECIAL MEETING The Granite Falls Town Council held a Special Meeting on
September 28, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in the Council Chambers of the Administrative Building.

PRESENT The following members of the governing body were physically present: Mayor
Barry Hayes, and Council Members Dr. Caryl B. Burns, Larry Knight, Jim Mackie, Mike
Mackie, Martin Townsend, and Tracy Townsend. Mayor Hayes did a roll call of all members
present.

ABSENT The following member of the governing body was absent: None

STAFF PRESENT The following staff members physically attended the meeting: Town
Manager Jerry Church, Town Clerk Paula Kirby, and Town Finance Director Jana Williams.

VISITORS Paul Teague, Community & Economic Project Developer with the Western
Piedmont Council of Governments and Brian Thomason, Director, South Caldwell Christian
Ministries physically attended the meeting.

NEWS MEDIA  Garrett Stell, representing The News-Topic, attended the meeting by
remote participation.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER Mayor Barry Hayes called the meeting to order and
welcomed everyone present.

INVOCATION Brian Thomason, Director, South Caldwell Christian Ministries led in
prayer.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE Mayor Barry Hayes led the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA Martin Townsend made a motion the Council approve the
agenda as presented. Larry Knight seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote
determined by the Mayor individually polling each Councilmember.
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING HELD
SEPTEMBER 21, 2020 Mike Mackie made a motion the Council approve the minutes
from the Regular Council meeting held September 21, 2020 as presented. Tracy Townsend
seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote determined by the Mayor
individually polling each Councilmember.

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT Town Attorney Bruce Cannon did not attend the meeting.

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS

INFORMATION REGARDING THE SECOND PUBLIC HEARING ON THE
COMMUNITY BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) Paul Teague, from the Western Piedmont
Council of Governments read the following:

This public hearing on September 28, 2020, will provide an explanation and description of
the 2020 North Carolina Department of Commerce Rural Economic Development Division
Community Development Block — Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) application developed by staff
from the Town of Granite Falls.

| am here to present the Town of Granite Falls’ application. The name of the proposed
project is Town of Granite Falls CDBG-CV Project.

The purpose of the public hearing is to obtain citizen’s views and to allow response from the
public to funding proposals and answer any questions posed by citizens.

The State has established the following funding priorities:
e Public Service
e Public Facilities
e Economic Development

This project addresses citizens’ needs in one of these categories.

The Town proposes requesting $302,500 in funding from North Carolina Department of
Commerce Rural Economic Development Division’s CDBG-CV program.

Activities proposed to be funded include:

e $150,000 to South Caldwell Christian Ministries Falls to assist low and
moderate-income Town of Granite Falls residents pay past due utility bills —
up to 6 months.

e $75,000 to South Caldwell Christian Ministries to assist low and moderate-
income Town of Granite Falls residents pay past due rent payments — up to 6
months.
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e $40,000 to South Caldwell Christian Ministries to purchase food to assist low
and moderate-income Town of Granite Falls residents.

e $10,000 to South Caldwell Christian Ministries to purchase food storage
equipment.

e $27,500 for grant administration.

The total request is $302,500

The North Carolina Department of Commerce Rural Economic Development Division is
accepting applications on a first come first served basis.

| am available to answer any questions.

After the Public Hearing is closed, the Council will need to consider the Authorizing
Resolution.

PUBLIC HEARING ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
CALLED TO ORDER Mayor Barry Hayes called to order a public hearing to discuss a
Community Development Block Grant Coronavirus (CDBG-CV) application to be submitted
to the North Carolina Department of Commerce. The application proposes to provide for
eligible low- to moderate-income persons: $150,000 to South Caldwell Christian Ministries
(SCCM) for utilities assistance; $75,000 to SCCM for rent assistance; $40,000 to SCCM for
food assistance; $10,000 to SCCM for equipment; and $27,500 to Western Piedmont Council
of Governments for grant administration. The total funds being applied for is $302,500.

Public Hearing comments were submitted up until 5:00 p.m. on Friday, September 25, 2020,
by US Mail to Public Comments, c/o The Town of Granite Falls, P.O. Drawer 10, Granite
Falls, NC 28630, hand delivered to the drive-through window at the Town Administrative
Office at 30 Park Square, Granite Falls, NC, or delivered by email to
admin@aqranitefallsnc.com

No Public Hearing comments were submitted.

Notice of the public hearing was duly provided and published in the News Topic as required
by law.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE CDBG CLOSED Mayor Barry Hayes closed the public
hearing on the CDBG.
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RESOLUTION FOR THE TOWN OF GRANITE FALLS’ APPLICATION FOR
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDING FOR THE CDBG-CV
PROJECT APPROVED Town of Granite Falls staff recommended that the Town apply
for CDBG-CV funds in the amount of $302,500. Staff further recommended that the Town
work with South Caldwell Christian Ministries (SCCM) by providing financial assistance for
utility payments, food for their food pantry, equipment to store and handle the food, and rent
payments for citizens. The Town would advance funds to (SCCM), SCCM administers the
assistance program and verifies each applicant qualifies as low to moderate household
income and sends documentation to the Town. The WPCOG administers the grant (10% of
the total grant), checks compliance, and files reimbursement claims (aka drawdowns), and
updates certain documents and plans for the Town (We do not have in house expertise to
administer a CDBG because the Town normally does not qualify for CDBG funds since the
Town’s Median Household Income is too high). There is no required Town match and the
WPCOG administration fee is paid from the CDBG funds. The program will be limited to
Town utilities and rent for in Town residences. The Town will receive utility payments, but
all the money, except for the WPCOG administration fees, goes through the non-profit and
helps those that are less fortunate in our community. Paul Teague, Community & Economic
Project Developer with the Western Piedmont Council of Governments was present to
answer questions from the Council about the CDBG-CV program.

Dr. Caryl B. Burns made a motion the Council approve the resolution for the Town of
Granite Falls’ application for CDBG Funding for the CDBG-CV project for $302,500 as
presented and to authorize the Town Manager to sign all documents related to the grant
application that do not require the signature of the highest elected official. Tracy Townsend
seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote determined by the Mayor
individually polling each Councilmember. A copy of the resolution is attached and is hereby
made a part of these minutes.

TAX LEVY FOR 2020 CHARGED The Council was requested to charge Tax Collector
Kim Anderson with collecting the 2020 ad valorem taxes in the amount of $1,805,562.75
under NC General Statute §159-13. The 2020 levy represents an increase of $33,303.99 or
1.88% from the 2019 tax levy. 2020 assessed property tax values increased by $7,424,980
from 2019. The breakdown of the tax assessments is shown below.

Real Property $360,445,670
Personal Property $42,132,196

Total Assessed Valuation $402,577,866

Martin Townsend a motion the Council charge Tax Collector Kim Anderson with collecting
the 2020 ad valorem tases as requested. = Mike Mackie seconded the motion, with a
unanimous affirmative vote determined by the Mayor individually polling each
Councilmember.
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MEETING ADJOURNED Mike Mackie made a motion the Council adjourn the meeting.
Dr. Caryl Burns seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote determined by the
Mayor individually polling each Councilmember.




