
 

 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD OCTOBER 2, 2023 
 

SPECIAL MEETING   The Granite Falls Town Council held a Special Meeting Monday,  

October 2, 2023, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Administrative Building.  

 

PRESENT   The following members of the governing body were present: Mayor Dr. Caryl B. 

Burns and Council Members Ritch Bolick, Larry Knight, Jim Mackie, Mike Mackie, Martin 

Townsend, and Tracy Townsend.  

 

ABSENT    The following member of the governing body was absent:  None 

 

STAFF PRESENT   The following staff members attended the meeting: Town Manager Jerry 

Church, Town Attorney Bruce Cannon, Town Clerk Paula Kirby, Finance Officer/Assistant 

Town Manager Ashley Presnell, and Police Chief Chris Jenkins.  

 

VISITORS    Western Piedmont Council of Governments (WPCOG) Executive Director 

Anthony Starr, WPCOG Director of Community and Economic Development Ben Willis, 

WPCOG Director of Human Resources and Administrative Services David Pugh, WPCOG 

Human Resources Coordinator Tasmin Mack, and Jamie Hagerty.  

 

NEWS MEDIA    No news media attended the meeting.  

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER   Mayor Dr. Caryl B. Burns called the meeting to order 

and welcomed everyone present. 

 

INVOCATION   Councilmember Maritn Townsend led in prayer. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   Councilmember Tracy Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT Councilmember Ritch Bolick read the 

Conflict-of-Interest Statement.  

 

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every 

Council member to avoid both conflicts of interest and the appearance of 

conflicts.  Does any Council member have any known conflict of interest or 

appearance of conflicts with respect to any matters coming before the Council 

today?  If so, please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain 

from any undue participation in the particular matters involved. 

(N.C.G.S. 14-234, N.C.G.S. 160A-479.11, & N.C.G.S. 160D-109) 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA   Martin Townsend made a motion the Council approve the 

agenda as presented. Mike Mackie seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS 
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WESTERN PIEDMONT COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (WPCOG) 

PRESENTATION ON ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS IN THE WPCOG SERVICE 

AREA  Ben Willis, WPCOG Community & Economic Development Director, presented the 

WPCOG plan on addressing homelessness in the WPCOG service area which includes 

Alexander, Burke, Caldwell, and Catawba Counties.  A copy of the presentation is attached 

and is hereby made a part of these minutes. 

 

TOWN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE   The Town of Granite Falls Administrative Office, the 

Recreation Center, and the Public Works and Electric Departments will be closed in 

observance of the following holidays: 
 

Veterans Day   Friday, November 10th   

Thanksgiving    Thursday, November 23rd & Friday, November 24th   

Christmas   Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday, December 25th, 26th, & 27th  

New Year’s Day  Monday, January 1st   

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Monday, January 15th  

 

The Police and Fire Departments and the Water and Wastewater Facilities will be on duty as 

scheduled and those employees on shift scheduled to work the holiday receive pay for the 

holiday. The employees that are not on shift that have to work the holiday receive alternate 

time off with pay. Republic Services will pick up garbage and recycling on their regular 

schedule except for Christmas Day. 

 

COUNCIL GOES INTO CLOSED SESSION   Martin Townsend made a motion under N.C. 

General Statute 143-318.11 (6) the Council shall hold a closed session to consult with an 

attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client 

privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged. 

Jim Mackie seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote.  

 

COUNCILGOES OUT OF CLOSED SESSION     Mike Mackie made a motion the Council 

go out of Closed Session.  Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative 

vote. 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED   Ritch Bolick made a motion that the Council adjourn the 

meeting.  Jim Mackie seconded the motion, with a unanimous affirmative vote.  

 


