
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 5, 2025 
 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING   The Granite Falls Town Council held a Regular Meeting Monday, 

May 5, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Administrative Building.  

 

PRESENT   The following members of the governing body were present: Mayor Dr. Caryl B. 

Burns and Council Members Ritch Bolick, Jim Mackie, Mike Mackie, Martin Townsend, and 

Tracy Townsend.  

 

ABSENT    The following member of the governing body was absent: Larry Knight 

 

STAFF PRESENT   The following staff members attended the meeting: Town Manager 

Daniel Cobb, Town Attorney Bruce Cannon, Town Clerk Paula Kirby, Town Planner Greg 

Wilson, Police Chief Brine Branham, and Police Officer Andrew Chester.  

 

VISITORS Mitch Hawkins, North Carolina Department of Commerce ARC Community 

Economic Development Planner Phil Boggan, Caldwell County Economic Development 

Director Ashley Bolick, Caldwell County Economic Development Co-Ordinators Hunter 

Clark and Jessie Trivette.  

 

NEWS MEDIA   No News Media attended the meeting.   

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER   Mayor Dr. Caryl B. Burns called the meeting to order 

and welcomed everyone present. 

 

INVOCATION   Pastor Jerry Stine, Solid Rock Baptist Church, led in prayer.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Councilmember  Mike Mackie led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT Councilmember Jim Mackie read the Conflict-

of-Interest Statement.  

 

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every 

Council member to avoid both conflicts of interest and the appearance of 

conflicts.  Does any Council member have any known conflict of interest or 

appearance of conflicts with respect to any matters coming before the Council 

today?  If so, please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain 

from any undue participation in the particular matters involved. 

(N.C.G.S. 14-234, N.C.G.S. 160A-479.11, & N.C.G.S. 160D-109) 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS/RECOGNITIONS   

 

Introduction of Andrew Chester – Police Officer – Chief Brine Branham  Police Chief 

Brine Branham introduced newly hired Police Officer Andrew Chester to the Council.  
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North Carolina Main Street Program – Phil Boggan, North Carolina Dept. of Commerce 

North Carolina Department of Commerce ARC Community Economic Development Planner 

Phil Boggan updated the Council on the NC Main Street & Rural Planning Center. The NC 

Main Street & Rural Planning Center works in regions, counties, cities, towns, downtown 

districts, and in designated North Carolina Main Street communities to inspire placemaking 

through building asset-based economic development strategies that achieve measurable results 

such as investment, business growth, and jobs. They assist in strategic planning, 

implementation services, technical support, and training and education.  

 

Town Manager Cobb and Councilmember Mike Mackie previously met with Mr. Boggan. 

Councilman Mackie stated that the program will help revitalize the Town.  Manager Cobb 

stated that a new employee will be hired to work on the project. A copy of the presentation is 

attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes.   

 

Caldwell County Economic Development Update – Ashley Bolick, Director   Caldwell 

County Economic Development Director Ashley Bolick updated the Council on the Caldwell 

County Strategic Plan, Vista Ventures, and the Sales Tax Reinvestment Agreement.  

 

The Caldwell County Strategic Plan consists of existing industry support, site development 

and recruitment, public awareness/marketing or branding, and opportunities for collaboration, 

education, and support.  

 

Vista Ventures is a newly formed non-profit organization to provide economic development 

services to Caldwell County.  The primary goal of this organization is to expand the availability 

of local industrial buildings. It will provide flexibility to complete shell buildings, industrial 

parks, and recruit industry.  It will be primarily funded through grants with additional funding 

by Caldwell County.  

 

The Sales Tax Reinvestment Agreement is an agreement between the Town of Granite Falls, 

Caldwell County, the Town of Gamewell, the Town of Sawmills, the Town of Cajah’s 

Mountain, the Town of Hudson, and the City of Lenoir to collectively fund economic 

development activities and other public purposes in Caldwell County.  

 

A copy of the power point presentation is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA  Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council approve the agenda 

with the addition of New Business Item #7 – Resolution Opposing Legislative Preemption of 

Local Government Planning and Zoning. Mike Mackie seconded the motion, which was 

followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 All items below are considered to be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate 

discussion or separate votes of the items listed under the Consent Agenda unless a 

Councilmember requests that an item or items be considered as a separate item of new 

business. When a Councilmember makes this request, the item(s) will be removed from the 

Consent Agenda and will be considered under agenda Section XII. New Business.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2025  

 

COUNCIL CALENDAR  Enclosed with the Council Agenda packet was a calendar of events 

through the end of December 2025. Changes to the Council Calendar from the last Council 

Calendar were highlighted in yellow.  

 

TOWN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE The Town of Granite Falls Administrative Office, the 

Recreation Center, and the Public Works and Electric Departments will be closed in 

observance of the following holidays: 

 

Memorial Day   Monday, May 26th  

Independence Day  Friday, July 4th  

Labor Day   Monday, September 1st 

Veterans Day   Tuesday, November 11th  

Thanksgiving   Thursday & Friday, November 27th & 28th  

Christmas   Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday, December 24th, 25th, & 26th  

 

The Police & Fire Departments and the Water & Wastewater Facilities will be on duty as 

scheduled. Republic Services will pick up garbage and recycling on the regular schedule except 

for Christmas Day. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED   Martin Townsend made a motion the Council 

approve the items in the Consent Agenda as presented.  Jim Mackie seconded the motion, 

which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  Copies of the documents are attached 

and are hereby made a part of these minutes. 

    

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT  Town Attorney Bruce Cannon did not have a report. 

      

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  No one registered to speak during the Public Comment 

Period. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CALLED TO ORDER ON REZONING PETITION #1-2025 – 

REZONE PROPERTY ON FALLS AVENUE FROM NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS 

(N-B) TO HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT (H-B)  Mayor Dr. Caryl B. Burns called to 

order the public hearing on Rezoning Petition #1-2025. A Rezoning Petition was submitted by 

Mitch Hawkins for his property located on Falls Avenue, between 47 & 53 Falls Avenue. The 

property is 0.43 acres in size and currently vacant. The property is currently zoned N-B, 

Neighborhood Business. The request was to rezone the property to H-B, Highway Business.  

 

Notice of the public hearing was duly provided in the News Topic as required by law. 
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PUBLIC HEARING ON REZONING PETITION #1-2025 – REZONE PROPERTY ON 

FALLS AVENUE FROM NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS (N-B) TO HIGHWAY 

BUSINESS DISTRICT (H-B) CLOSED  Mayor Dr. Caryl B. Burns closed the public hearing 

on Rezoning Petition #1-2025.     

 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS 

 

REZONING PETITION #1-2025 – REZONE PROPERTY ON FALLS AVENUE 

FROM NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS (N-B) TO HIGHWAY BUSINESS DISTRICT 

(H-B) APPROVED  A Rezoning Petition was submitted by Mitch Hawkins for his property 

located on Falls Avenue, between 47 & 53 Falls Avenue. The property is 0.43 acres in size and 

currently vacant. The property is currently zoned N-B, Neighborhood Business. The request 

was to rezone the property to H-B, Highway Business.   

 

The Council was requested to approve Ordinance #401 amending the Town of Granite Falls 

Ordinance Rezoning #1-2025.  

 

Ritch Bolick made a motion the Council approve Ordinance #401 as requested.  Tracy 

Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  Copies 

of the Rezoning Petition and Ordinance #401 are attached and are hereby made a part of these 

minutes.  

 

SALES TAX REINVESTMENT AGREEMENT APPROVED  The Town Council was 

requested to review and approve the Sales Tax Reinvestment Agreement between the Town of 

Granite Falls, Caldwell County, the Town of Gamewell, the Town of Sawmills, the Town of 

Cajah’s Mountain, the Town of Hudson, and the City of Lenoir.   

 

Martin Townsend made a motion the Council approve the Sales Tax Reinvestment Agreement, 

including Granite Falls’ annual contribution of $27,500 for the period July 1, 2025, through 

June 30, 2029.  Jim Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote.  A copy of the agreement is attached and is hereby made a part of these 

minutes. 

 

ABC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS The Granite Falls ABC Board submitted the financial 

statements for the nine-month period ending March 31, 2025, for the Council’s review and 

comments. Copies of the statements are attached and are hereby made a part of these minutes. 

 

3rd QUARTER ABC DISTRIBUTION AUTHORIZED  Finance Director Ashley Presnell 

requested the Town Council to authorize distribution of ABC funds of $7,561.89 to the local 

schools as follows: 

 

 Granite Falls Elementary School  36%  $2,722.28 

 Granite Falls Middle School   36%  $2,722.28 

 Dudley Shoals Elementary School  28%  $2,117.33 

  Total Distribution   100%  $7,561.89 
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These funds represent the portion of ABC Store profit distribution to schools for the third 

quarter ended March 31, 2025. 

 

Mike Mackie made a motion the Council authorize the distribution of the ABC funds as 

requested. Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT #2025-13 & TRANSFER OF FUNDS APPROVED  The Town 

Council was requested to approve Budget Amendment #2025-13 of $1,169,321 and transfer 

those funds to the Electric Distribution System Capital Reserve Fund.  

 

Martin Townsend made a motion the Council approve Budget Amendment #2025-13 of 

$1,169,321 and transfer those funds to the Electric Distribution System Capital Reserve Fund 

as requested. Ritch Bolick seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote. A copy of Budget Amendment #2025-13 is attached and is hereby made a 

part of these minutes.  

 

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFENDER LABOR 

CONTRACT APPROVED  The Town’s contract for the offender work release program ends 

June 30, 2025. The total cost of this program for one year is $783 and includes three offenders 

per day, 52 weeks per year. Town Council was requested to approve this contract and authorize 

the Town Manager to execute the agreement with the North Carolina Department of Public 

Safety.  

 

Mike Mackie made a motion the Council approve the contract and authorize the Town 

Manager to execute the agreement with the North Carolina Department of Public Safety as 

requested. Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote. A copy of the agreement is attached and is hereby made a part of these 

minutes. 

 

RESOLUTION OPPOSING LEGISLATIVE PREEMPTION OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT PLANNING AND ZONING APPROVED  Multiple bills have been 

introduced in the 2025 session of the North Carolina General Assembly that undermine the 

fundamental authority for local planning and zoning and the ability of local elected officials to 

manage community growth. These bills are in addition to several that have been passed in 

recent years mandating local land use regulations. Most notably, was a section of SB 382 (a 

disaster relief bill passed last fall), which prohibits local governments from down-zoning 

properties without the written consent of the landowners. 

 

Below is a brief explanation of these bills referenced in the attached resolution. 

 

SB495 – Requires local governments to allow accessory dwellings in all residential districts. 

SB497 – Requires local governments to allow “middle housing” in all residential districts, e.g. 

duplexes, triplexes, up to sixplexes and townhouses.  

SB499 – Requires local governments to allow residential construction in commercial, office, 

or retail zoning districts. 

https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/S/495/2025-2026%20Session/S495
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/S/497/2025-2026%20Session/S497
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/S/499/2025-2026%20Session/S499
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SB688 – Severely restricts local government’s authority to utilize conditional zoning districts. 

HB765 – Board member liability, minimum density, etc. 

 
The Council was requested to approve a resolution opposing these bills.   

 

Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council approve the resolution as requested.  Martin 

Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  A copy 

of the resolution is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes.  

 

MANAGER UPDATE - TOWN MANAGER DANIEL COBB  Town Manager Daniel 

Cobb updated the Council on the following: 

 

1. Town Manager Cobb informed the Council that auditors from Martin Starnes were in 

office last week for the Interim Audit.  

2. The first annual Splash Bash was held Friday, May 2, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. Town Manager 

Cobb stated that it was a huge success, and he was very proud of the Town Staff that 

worked on the event. No significant incidents were reported. Mayor Burns thanked 

Town Staff and stated that it “was a day to remember”.  

3. The “Litter Sweep” event was cancelled due to inclement weather.  It will be 

rescheduled in the Fall.  

4. Town employees and Council will be provided Village Inn Pizza for lunch on Tuesday, 

May 13, 2025, at the Recreation Center. 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1. WPCOG Policy Board – No report 

2. Caldwell County Railroad Policy Board - No report 

3. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Technical Coordinating Committee  -  

The Connelly Springs Road widening project was approved to be a two-part project. 

4. Caldwell County Economic Development Advisory Commission (EDAC) – Will meet 

Tuesday, May 13, 2025. 

5. NC Municipal Power Agency # 1 Board of Commissioners – Barry Hayes has retired 

from being the Town’s representative. The Council needs to choose a new 

representative and alternate.  

6. Caldwell County Managers’ bi-monthly meeting – No report 

 

ITEM ADDED TO AGENDA  Ritch Bolick made a motion the Council approve the addition 

to choose a representative for the NC Municipal Power Agency #1 Board of Commissioners 

to the agenda. Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote.  

 

REPRESENTATIVE CHOSEN FOR THE NC MUNICIPAL POWER AGENCY #1 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS  Martin Townsend made a motion the Council approve 

Town Manager Daniel Cobb as the Town’s representative for the NC Municipal Power Agency 

#1 Board of Commissioners. Mike Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a 

unanimous affirmative vote. An alternate will be chosen at a later date.  

https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/S/688/2025-2026%20Session/S688
https://lrs.sog.unc.edu/bill-summaries-lookup/H/765/2025-2026%20Session/H765
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INFORMATION ITEMS/REPORTS 

 

1. The Recreation Advisory Board will meet on Tuesday, May 13th at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Recreation Center. 

2. The Merchants’ Association is scheduled to meet on May 12th at noon in Town Hall.  

3. The History Committee will meet on Tuesday, May 20th, at 2:00 p.m. at the History 

Museum. 

4. The Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, May 6th (Special Meeting) and Tuesday 

May 27th (Regular Meeting) at 5:00 p.m. in Town Hall. 

5. The Board of Adjustment will meet Wednesday, May 14th 5:00 p.m. in Town Hall. 

6. The WPCOG MPO/RPO will meet on Wednesday, May 28th at 1:00 p.m. at the 

WPCOG.  

7. The ABC Board will meet on Monday, May 5th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS   

 

WELCOME SIGNS UPDATE  Town Planner Greg Wilson stated that the Clear Zone Study 

was completed and should be reviewed by the DOT soon. He will keep the Council updated.  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED  Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council adjourn the meeting. 

Martin Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.   

 

 


