
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 19, 2024 
 

 

 

 

REGULAR MEETING   The Granite Falls Town Council held a Regular Meeting Monday, 

August 19, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Administrative Building.  

 

PRESENT   The following members of the governing body were present: Mayor Dr. Caryl B. 

Burns and Council Members Ritch Bolick, Larry Knight, Jim Mackie, Mike Mackie, Martin 

Townsend, and Tracy Townsend.  

 

ABSENT    The following member of the governing body was absent:  None 

 

STAFF PRESENT   The following staff members attended the meeting: Town Manager 

Daniel Cobb, Town Attorney Bruce Cannon, Town Clerk Paula Kirby, Assistant Town 

Manager/Finance Director Ashley Presnell, Town Planner Greg Wilson, and Police Chief 

Brine Branham.  

 

VISITORS   Bill Post, Jamie Hagerty, Derek Bunton, and Joey Bashaw 

 

NEWS MEDIA   Shelby Powell, representing the News Topic, attended the meeting.   

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER   Mayor Dr. Caryl B. Burns called the meeting to order 

and welcomed everyone present. 

 

INVOCATION   Councilmember Mike Mackie led in prayer. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  Councilmember Larry Knight led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT Councilmember Jim Mackie read the Conflict-

of-Interest Statement.  

 

In accordance with the State Government Ethics Act, it is the duty of every 

Council member to avoid both conflicts of interest and the appearance of 

conflicts.  Does any Council member have any known conflict of interest or 

appearance of conflicts with respect to any matters coming before the Council 

today?  If so, please identify the conflict or appearance of conflict and refrain 

from any undue participation in the particular matters involved. 

(N.C.G.S. 14-234, N.C.G.S. 160A-479.11, & N.C.G.S. 160D-109) 

 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/INTRODUCTIONS/RECOGNITIONS  None 
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APPROVAL OF THE AMENDED AGENDA   Councilmember Mike Mackie requested to 

add a New Business item brought from the Merchants Association to the agenda.   

 

Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council approve the agenda including the addition of the 

New Business item as requested. Jim Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a 

unanimous affirmative vote.   

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

All items below are considered to be enacted by one motion. There will be no separate 

discussion or separate votes of the items listed under the Consent Agenda unless a 

Councilmember requests that an item or items be considered as a separate item of new 

business. When a Councilmember makes this request, the item(s) will be removed from the 

Consent Agenda and will be considered under agenda Section XII. New Business. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD  MONDAY, JULY 15, 2024  

 

COUNCIL CALENDAR  Enclosed with the Council Agenda package was a calendar of 

events through the end of June 2025.  Changes to the Council Calendar from the last Council 

Calendar were highlighted in yellow. Also enclosed was additional information about a few 

upcoming events. 

 

TOWN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  The Town of Granite Falls Administrative Office, the 

Recreation Center, and the Public Works and Electric Departments will be closed in 

observance of the following holidays: 

 

Labor Day Holiday  Monday, September 2nd 

Veterans Day Holiday  Monday, November 11th 

Thanksgiving Holidays  Thursday and Friday, November 28th & 29th 

Christmas Holidays  Tues, Wed., & Thurs., December 24th, 25th, & 26th 

 

The Police & Fire Departments and the Water & Wastewater Facilities will be on duty as 

scheduled and those employees on shift that work the holiday receive pay for the holiday. The 

employees that are not on shift and that work the holiday receive alternate time off with pay. 

Republic Services will pick up garbage and recycling on their normal collection schedule. 

 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED JULY 31, 2024  The 

Financial Dashboard for the period ended July 31, 2024, and sales tax comparison were 

presented for Council review and comment. This report represents 8% of the 2024–2025 fiscal 

year budget. 

 

ABC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  The Granite Falls ABC Board submitted the financial 

statement for the twelve-month period ended June 30, 2024, for Council review.  
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APPROVE 4TH QUARTER ABC DISTRIBUTION  Town Finance Officer Ashley Presnell 

requested the Council to authorize the distribution of ABC funds for $8,867.43 to the local 

schools as follows: 

 

Granite Falls Elementary School   36%       $3,192.27 

Granite Falls Middle School              36%       $3,192.27 

Dudley Shoals Elementary School  28%       $2,482.89 

Total Distribution                       100%           $8,867.43 

 

These funds represent the portion of the ABC Store profit distribution to schools for the fourth 

quarter ended 06/30/2024. The Council was requested to approve the fourth quarter ABC 

distribution to schools as presented. 

 

ADOPT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING PATRIOT DAY, THE NATIONAL DAY OF 

SERVICE AND REMEMBRANCE AND THE NATIONAL MOMENT OF 

REMEMBRANCE OF THE 23rd ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 11, 2001  The 

Council considered a resolution recognizing Patriot Day, the National Day of Service and 

Remembrance and the National Moment of Remembrance on the 23rd anniversary of 

September 11, 2001. To honor the victims and the heroic efforts of the first responders on 

September 11, 2001, Congress established a National Moment of Remembrance calling for a 

nationwide moment of silence to begin at 8:46 a.m. EDT on September 11, 2024 – the 23rd 

anniversary of the attacks – and last for one minute. The Council is requested to approve the 

Resolution as presented. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS APPROVED  Martin Townsend made a motion the Council  

approve the items in the Consent Agenda as presented. Ritch Bolick seconded the motion, 

which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote. Copies of the documents are attached 

and are hereby made a part of these minutes. 

 

TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT   Town Attorney Bruce Cannon did not have a report.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD   No one registered to speak during the Public Comment 

Period. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS   None scheduled 

 

NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS 

 

CLERK’S CERTIFICATION – CHARLES O. AND SANDRA B. COFEEY  Town Clerk 

Paula Kirby submitted the Certificate of Sufficiency for the proposed annexation petition 

submitted by Charles O. and Sandra B. Coffey that requested the Town of Granite Falls 

voluntarily annex three parcels, totaling approximately 15 acres of contiguous property located 

at the corner of York Road, Highway 321, and Poovey Drive. A copy of the certificate is 

attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes. 
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RESOLUTION FIXING DATE – PUBLIC HEARING ON ANNEXATION OF 

CHARLES O. AND SANDRA B. COFEEY ADOPTED  In accordance with NCGS 160A-

31, upon receipt of the clerk’s certification, the Town Council shall fix the date for a public 

hearing on the annexation of the three parcels, totaling approximately 15 acres of contiguous 

property located at the corner of York Road, Highway 321, and Poovey Drive. Notice of the 

public hearing shall be published once in a newspaper having general circulation in the Town 

at least 10 days before the public hearing.   

 

Mike Mackie made a motion the Council adopt the resolution as presented and call for a public 

hearing on the annexation petition scheduled for Monday, September 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m.   

Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  

A copy of the resolution is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING CALLED FOR ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #1-2024 – 

ACCESSORY DWELLING UNITS  The Planning Board met in Regular session on 

Tuesday, July 23, 2024, and considered Text Amendment #1-2024 to allow for accessory 

dwelling units on single-family residential properties. 

 

Currently, only one dwelling unit per lot is permitted in those districts. The only exception are 

the temporary health care structures, which are required by State Law, subject to specific 

criteria.  

 

The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning 

Text Amendment #1-2024 with one change to expand options for utility connections and with 

the following consistency statement as required by North Carolina General Statute §160D-604 

& 605:  

 

1. The adopted Granite Falls Land Use Plan identifies Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADUs) as one of several strategies for increasing housing availability and 

affordability.  

2. The Zoning Text Amendment would be reasonable and in the public interest 

because it would allow development and use of residential property in a manner that 

would minimize negative impacts on adjacent properties. 

 

Ritch Bolick made a motion the Council call for a legislative (public) hearing for Monday, 

September 16, 2024, at 5:30 p.m.  Larry Knight seconded the motion, which was followed by 

a 3-3 vote.  Mayor Burns voted affirmatively to break the tied vote.  A copy of Zoning Text 

Amendment #1-2024 is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING CALLED FOR ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #2-2024 – 

BUILDING SETBACKS FOR WATERFRONT LOTS IN R-15 ZONING DISTRICT 

The Planning Board met in Regular session on Tuesday, July 23, 2024, and considered Text 

Amendment #2-2024 to allow for accessory dwelling units on single-family residential 

properties. 
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The Board considered Zoning Text Amendment #2-2024 which would allow for reduced front 

and side yard setbacks on waterfront lots in the R-15, Single Family Residential District. The 

reduced setbacks would allow for more flexibility when dealing with the difficult topography 

and Special Flood Hazard Areas that are typical on waterfront lots. The proposed text 

amendment would not alter the rear yard setbacks, which would be dictated by either the Water 

Supply Watershed Ordinance (stream buffer) or by the Catawba River Buffer Rule.  

 

The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning 

Text Amendment #2-2024 as presented and with the following consistency statement as 

required by North Carolina General Statute §160D-604 & 605:  

 

1. The proposed Zoning Text Amendment would be consistent with the Granite 

Falls Land Use Plan, which encourages the development of new housing 

opportunities, particularly infill development where access to Town utilities is 

pre-existing.  

 

2. The Zoning Text Amendment is reasonable and in the public interest because it 

allows more flexibility on waterfront lots to avoid building homes in or near the 

Special Flood Hazard Area and to deal with the difficult topography that is 

common on waterfront lots. 

 

Martin Townsend made a motion the Council call for a legislative (public) hearing for Monday, 

September 16, 2024 at 5:30 p.m.  Larry Knight seconded the motion, which was followed by 

a unanimous affirmative vote.  A copy of Zoning Text Amendment #2-2024 is attached and is 

hereby made a part of these minutes.  

       

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT (DWSRF-

LSLR) LOAN ADOPTED  North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality has offered 

a Drinking Water State Revolving Fund – Lead Service Line Replacement (DWSRF-LSLR) 

loan in the amount of $400,000 to conduct a Lead Service Line Assessment. In order for funds 

to be released, the Town must adopt a resolution formally accepting the loan.  

 

Martin Townsend made a motion the Council adopt the resolution formally accepting $160,000 

DWSRF-LSLR repayable loan and a $240,000 DWSRF-LSLR principal forgiveness loan as 

presented. Jim Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative 

vote.  A copy of the resolution is attached and is hereby made a part of these minutes.  

 

LEAD & COPPER RULE REVISION LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 

INVENTORY PROJECT #SRF-D-LSL-0036 GRANT PROJECT BUDGET 

ORDINANCE AMENDMENT ADOPTED  The original grant project budget ordinance for 

this project was adopted on June 17, 2024. This amendment accounts for the additional $8,000 

required in loan closing fees.  
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Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council adopt the amended grant project budget ordinance 

as presented. Mike Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote.  A copy of the amended ordinance is attached and is hereby made a part of 

these minutes.  

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING ALLOWABLE COST POLICY OF AMERICAN 

RESCUE PLAN ACT CORONAVIRUS STATE AND LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY 

FUNDS ADOPTED  The Town has received funds from the Coronavirus State and Local 

Fiscal Recovery Funds and American Rescue Plan Act (CSLFRF/ARPA) to be used on specific 

project categories. In order to utilize funds for water and sewer infrastructure, this policy is 

required.  

 

Martin Townsend made a motion the Council adopt the resolution formally establishing 

Allowable Cost Policy of American Rescue Plan Act Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 

Recovery Funds as required. Jim Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a 

unanimous affirmative vote.  A  copy of the resolution is attached and is hereby made a part of 

these minutes.  

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT #3 – 2024-2025 APPROVED  The Police Department recently 

received a donation from the Klutz Family for Police Escort Services. Finance Officer Ashley 

Presnell presented Budget Amendment #3 2024-2025 for Council approval.  

 

Larry Knight made a motion the Council approve Budget Amendment #3 2024-2025 as 

presented. Tracy Townsend seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous 

affirmative vote.  A copy of Budget Amendment #3 2024-2025 is attached and is hereby made 

a part of these minutes. 

 

BUDGET AMENDMENT #4 – 2024-2025 APPROVED   The Western Piedmont Council 

of Government’s (WPCOG) Policy board recently approved a strategy to oppose the City of 

Charlotte’s Interbasin Transfer request, which includes cost sharing amongst 29 local 

governments in the Unifour region and McDowell County. The total requested by the WPCOG 

is $418,000 spread over two fiscal years. For the current Fiscal Year, Granite Falls’ match is 

$4,533. Finance Officer Ashley Presnell presented Budget Amendment #4 2024-2025 for 

Council approval.  

 

Tracy Townsend made a motion the Council approve Budget Amendment #4 2024-2025 as 

presented.  Mike Mackie seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative 

vote.  A copy of Budget Amendment #4 2024-2025 is attached and is hereby made a part of 

these minutes. 

 

RESOLUTION FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT WITHIN EXTRATERRITORIAL 

JURISDICTION ADOPTED  On May 13, 2024, Caldwell County officially adopted a 

Minimum Housing and Non-Residential Building Standards Ordinance. The County has 

offered to enforce this code within the Town of Granite Falls extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ), 

through its contract with the Western Piedmont Council of Government (WPCOG). The Town 

is required to adopt a resolution authorizing Caldwell County to provide this service.  
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Martin Townsend made a motion the Council adopt the resolution authorizing Caldwell 

County and WPCOG Code Enforcement Officers to enforce provisions of the Caldwell County 

Minimum Housing and Non-Residential Building Standards Ordinance within the ETJ of the 

Town of Granite Falls as required.  Ritch Bolick seconded the motion, which was followed by 

a unanimous affirmative vote.  A copy of the resolution is attached and is hereby made a part 

of these minutes.  

 

BEER AND WINE SOLD BY THE GLASS AT THE GRANITE FALLS MERCHANTS 

ASSOCIATION FESTIVAL APPROVED  Granite Falls Merchants Association Chairman 

Mike Mackie requested the Council to approve beer and wine be sold by the glass at the 

Merchants Festival which will be held September 21, 2024. Police Chief Brine Branham 

informed the Council that each vendor will have their own special event permit, therefore, no 

special permit is needed by the Town. Police Officers will make sure that no alcohol will be 

allowed outside of the festival area. Signage will be posted in advance of the festival.  The 

local wine shoppe cannot participate unless they have a booth at the festival. By the glass sales 

made in the shoppe must be consumed before returning to the festival area. Town Attorney 

Bruce Cannon stated that he did not see a problem with allowing this request.  

 

Ritch Bolick made a motion the Council approve properly permitted vendors be allowed to sell 

beer or wine to be consumed in the festival boundaries during festival hours.  Tracy Townsend 

seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative vote.  

 

MANAGER UPDATE -  TOWN MANAGER DANIEL COBB  Town Manager Daniel 

Cobb updated the Council on the following: 

 

1. Manager Cobb informed the Council that he and Jim Mackie attended the ElectriCities 

Conference held August 12th – 14th.  Former Town Manager Linda Story was presented 

the Lifetime Achievement Award.  

2. Manager Cobb and Fire Chief Brian Bennett met with the design team for the new fire 

station. The preliminary design will be completed in a couple of weeks.  

3. Manager Cobb met with former Town Manager Jerry Church last week. They had a 

good discussion about the Town.  

4. Manager Cobb recently met with and introduced himself to North Carolina 

Representative Destin Hall. 

 

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

1. WPCOG Policy Board – Interbasin Transfer was discussed 

2. Caldwell County Railroad Policy Board - No report 

3. Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Technical Coordinating Committee 

– Reorganization of projects was discussed 

4. Caldwell County Economic Development Advisory Commission (EDAC) – No report 

5. NC Municipal Power Agency # 1 Board of Commissioners – Town Manager Cobb, 

Councilmember Jim Mackie, and Barry Hayes attended the Annual Conference 

August 12th-14th.  

6. Caldwell County Managers’ bi-monthly meeting – No report.      
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INFORMATION ITEMS/REPORTS 

 

1. The Cemetery Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 20th at 5:30 p.m. at the Town 

Hall. 

2. The Street Committee will meet on Tuesday, August 20th at 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. 

3. The Recreation Advisory Board will meet Tuesday, September 17th at 6:30 p.m. at the 

Recreation Center.  

4. The Merchants’ Association will meet Monday, September 9th at Noon at the Town 

Office. 

5. The History Committee will meet on Tuesday, September 17th at 2:00 p.m. at the History 

Museum. 

6. The Planning Board will not meet in August. The Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, 

September 24th at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Room.  

7. The WPCOG MPO/RPO will meet on Wednesday, August 28th at 1:00 p.m. at the 

WPCOG.  

8. The ABC Board will meet on Monday, September 9th at 5:30 p.m. at the ABC Store.  

  

CLOSED SESSION  No  

 

MEETING ADJOURNED  Tracy Townsend made a motion that the Council adjourn the 

meeting. Larry Knight seconded the motion, which was followed by a unanimous affirmative 

vote.   

 

 


