
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGENDA  

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2017 

4 SOUTH MAIN STREET 

5:30 PM  

 
I. WELCOME - CALL TO ORDER          MAYOR BARRY HAYES 

II. INVOCATION                                REVEREND KEITH CHILDERS  

              CLOVER BAPTIST CHURCH

     

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE          MAYOR BARRY HAYES 

IV. RECOGNITION OF VISITORS 

V. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS/RECOGNITIONS/INTRODUCTIONS 

1. Recognitions: 

The Town Council shall recognize Clover Baptist Church which is celebrating its 75th 

Anniversary. 

 

2. Special Presentations: 

A) Barbara Armstrong, Caldwell County Chamber of Commerce President/CEO, will 

update the Council on Chamber programs and upcoming activities.  

B) Lesley Mason, Caldwell County Public Library Director, and Susan Clark, Caldwell 

County Library, Granite Falls Branch Librarian will update the Council on the 

Caldwell County Public Library. 

C) Deborah Murray, Executive Director, Caldwell County Economic Development 

Commission will give an update on EDC activities. 

 

VI. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

VII. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM THE REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2017. 

 

VIII. TOWN ATTORNEY REPORT           MR. BRUCE CANNON 

 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

X.  PUBLIC HEARINGS SCHEDULED 
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1. PUBLIC HEARING ON ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #3-2017   

 The Council shall hold a public hearing on Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017. The Council 

called for the public hearing at the September 18, 2017 Council meeting following the 

presentation of the text amendment by Town Planner Greg Wilson. At the public hearing, all 

Town residents and other interested parties must be allowed to speak. 

 

Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017, submitted by J. P. Miller, would expand the existing 

Conditional Use, Wine Shop/Wine Bar, in the Central Business District (CBD) to include Craft 

Beer Bottle Shop/Taproom. The proposed Zoning Text Amendment would also amend the 

conditions of approval for both uses. The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend 

that the Town Council approve Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017 as submitted. (See 

attachment #1.)  

 

 Notice of the public hearing was duly provided in the News Topic as required by law. 

 

2. PUBLIC HEARING ON ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #4-2017   

 The Council shall hold a public hearing on Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017. The Council 

called for the public hearing at the September 18, 2017 Council meeting following the 

presentation of the text amendment by Town Planner Greg Wilson. At the public hearing, all 

Town residents and other interested parties must be allowed to speak. 

 

Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017, submitted by Ted Cooke, would allow for Temporary Sales 

Trailers, when associated with a residential subdivision, as a Permitted Use in residential 

districts. The Planning Board recommended that the Zoning Text Amendment be modified to 

allow the Temporary Sales Trailers as a Conditional Use instead of being allowed as a 

Permitted Use. Mr. Cooke agreed to the modification. The proposed language still includes 

specific standards and timeframes for such uses. 

 

The Planning Board voted 5 to 1 to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning Text 

Amendment #4-2017 as amended. (See attachment #2.)  

 

 Notice of the public hearing was duly provided in the News Topic as required by law. 

Additionally, the applicant has notified the residents in the River Bend development. 

 

3. PUBLIC HEARING ON ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #5-2017   

 The Council shall hold a public hearing on Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017. The Council 

called for the public hearing at the September 18, 2017 Council meeting following the 

presentation of the text amendment by Town Planner Greg Wilson. At the public hearing, all 

Town residents and other interested parties must be allowed to speak. 

 

Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017 would amend the conditions of approval for Electronic 

Gaming/Internet Sweepstakes businesses in the H-B, Highway Business District. The proposed 

Zoning Text Amendment would modify and simplify the separation requirements.   

  

The Planning Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning 

Text Amendment #5-2017.  

 

Notice of the public hearing has been duly provided in the News Topic as required by law. 
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XI. NEW BUSINESS/ACTION ITEMS 

  

1. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #3-2017  

 Council shall consider Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017. (See attachment #1.) The Planning 

Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning Text Amendment 

#3-2017 as submitted. 

 

 Motion to Approve (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to approve Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017, which the Granite Falls Town Council does 

hereby find and determine that the adoption thereof is consistent with the adopted Granite Falls 

Horizons: Land Development Plan and is reasonable and in the public interest.  

 

 Motion to Deny (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to deny Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017, while acknowledging that the request is not 

inconsistent with the Granite Falls Horizons: Land Development Plan and further acknowledging 

significant changes in the Town's corporate limits and growth patterns have affected the original 

scope of the Land Development Plan. It is determined that this request is not reasonable and in the 

public interest.  

 

2. ORDINANCE #332 

Council shall consider Ordinance #332 amending the Town of Granite Falls Zoning Ordinance, 

contingent upon the approval of Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017 at tonight’s Council meeting. 

Zoning Text Amendment #3-2017 expands the existing Conditional Use, Wine Shop/Wine Bar, in 

the Central Business District (CBD) to include Craft Beer Bottle Shop/Taproom. The proposed 

Zoning Text Amendment would also amend the conditions of approval for both uses. 

 

As a reminder, Ordinances for Zoning Text Amendments are not required under NC General 

Statutes, however the passing of the formal ordinance gives the Town an additional mechanism to 

track zoning activity and serves as the formal document that repeals former zoning ordinances or 

resolves conflict when there are zoning disputes. (See Ordinance #332 under attachment #4.) 

  

Action requested: Approve Ordinance #332 as presented.  

 

3. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #4-2017  

 Council shall consider Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017. (See attachment #2.) The Planning 

Board voted 5 to 1 to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning Text Amendment #4-

2017 as amended. 

 

 Motion to Approve (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to approve Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017, which the Granite Falls Town Council does 

hereby find and determine that the adoption thereof is consistent with the adopted Granite Falls 

Horizons: Land Development Plan and is reasonable and in the public interest.  

 

 Motion to Deny (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to deny Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017, while acknowledging that the request is not 

inconsistent with the Granite Falls Horizons: Land Development Plan and further acknowledging 

significant changes in the Town's corporate limits and growth patterns have affected the original 

scope of the Land Development Plan. It is determined that this request is not reasonable and in the 

public interest.  
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4. ORDINANCE #333 

Council shall consider Ordinance #333 amending the Town of Granite Falls Zoning Ordinance, 

contingent upon the approval of Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017 at tonight’s Council meeting. 

Zoning Text Amendment #4-2017 would allow for Temporary Sales Trailers, when associated 

with a residential subdivision, as a Permitted Use in residential districts. The Planning Board 

recommended that the Zoning Text Amendment be modified to allow the Temporary Sales Trailers 

as a Conditional Use instead of being allowed as a Permitted Use. Mr. Cooke agreed to the 

modification. The proposed language still includes specific standards and timeframes for such 

uses. 

  

As a reminder, Ordinances for Zoning Text Amendments are not required under NC General 

Statutes, however the passing of the formal ordinance gives the Town an additional mechanism to 

track zoning activity and serves as the formal document that repeals former zoning ordinances or 

resolves conflict when there are zoning disputes. (See Ordinance #333 under attachment #5.) 

  

Action requested: Approve Ordinance #333 as presented.  

 

5. ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT #5-2017  

 Council shall consider Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017. (See attachment #3.) The Planning 

Board voted unanimously to recommend that the Town Council approve Zoning Text Amendment 

#5-2017 as submitted. 

 

 Motion to Approve (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to approve Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017, which the Granite Falls Town Council does 

hereby find and determine that the adoption thereof is consistent with the adopted Granite Falls 

Horizons: Land Development Plan and is reasonable and in the public interest.  

 

 Motion to Deny (required per NC G.S. 160A-383) 

 Motion to deny Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017, while acknowledging that the request is not 

inconsistent with the Granite Falls Horizons: Land Development Plan and further acknowledging 

significant changes in the Town's corporate limits and growth patterns have affected the original 

scope of the Land Development Plan. It is determined that this request is not reasonable and in the 

public interest.  

 

6. ORDINANCE #334 

Council shall consider Ordinance #334 amending the Town of Granite Falls Zoning Ordinance, 

contingent upon the approval of Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017 at tonight’s Council meeting. 

Zoning Text Amendment #5-2017 amends the conditions of approval for Electronic 

Gaming/Internet Sweepstakes businesses in the H-B, Highway Business District. The proposed 

Zoning Text Amendment would modify and simplify the separation requirements. 

  

As a reminder, Ordinances for Zoning Text Amendments are not required under NC General 

Statutes, however the passing of the formal ordinance gives the Town an additional mechanism to 

track zoning activity and serves as the formal document that repeals former zoning ordinances or 

resolves conflict when there are zoning disputes. (See Ordinance #334 under attachment #6.) 

  

Action requested: Approve Ordinance #334 as presented.  
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7. ANNUAL REPORT – IDENTITY THEFT PREVENTION PROGRAM 

The Town Council previously adopted the Identity Theft Prevention Policy that was required under 

the Federal Trade Commission’s Red Flags Rule. The FTC delayed enforcement of the Red Flags 

Rule on several occasions with the final date of compliance being December 31, 2010. The Town 

implemented the rules effective November 1, 2008 and is submitting the required annual report for 

Council review. Additions to the required annual report are highlighted in yellow. (See attachment 

#7.) 

 

8. ADOPT PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING OCTOBER 23 – OCTOBER 31, 2017 AS 

NATIONAL RED RIBBON WEEK  

Greg Ross, Unit Commander of The General Nathaniel Greene Young Marines, has requested that 

the Council adopt a proclamation recognizing October 23 – 31, 2017 as National Red Ribbon 

Week.  Red Ribbon Week is in honor of fallen DEA Special Agent and former Marine Enrique 

“Kiki” Camarena and his fight against drugs and the crimes of the drug cartels. Red Ribbon Week 

allows the Young Marines to continue to deliver Special Agent Camarena’s message of hope to 

millions of people every year. (See attachment #8.) 

 

9. ADOPT RESOLUTION DECLARING NOVEMBER 2017 AS PUBLIC SAFETY AND 

EMERGENCY SERVICE PROVIDERS APPRECIATION MONTH  

Council is requested to adopt a resolution declaring November 2017 as Public Safety and 

Emergency Service Providers Appreciation Month. The resolution expresses gratitude to those 

agencies directly responsible for making the Town of Granite Falls a safer place to live and work. 

(See attachment #9.) 

 

10. ADOPT RESOLUTION HONORING THE 2017 GRANITE FALLS WOMAN OF THE 

YEAR 

The Granite Falls Women’s Enrichment Association has requested the Council adopt a resolution 

honoring Karen Patterson Isbell as the 2017 Granite Falls Woman of the Year. (See attachment 

#10.) 

 

11. TOWN HOLIDAY SCHEDULE  

The Town of Granite Falls Administrative Office, the Recreation Center, and the Public Works 

and Electric Departments will be closed in observance of the following holidays: 

 

Veteran’s Day   Friday, November 10th  

Thanksgiving   Thursday & Friday, November 23rd & 24th   

Christmas   Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday, December 25th - 27th 

New Year’s Day  Monday, January 1st  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Monday, January 15th  

 

The Recreation Building will be closed to the public the entire week of Thanksgiving so the floors 

can be refinished. The Police and Fire Departments and the Water and Wastewater Facilities will 

be on duty as scheduled, and those employees scheduled to work these holidays receive alternate 

time off with pay.  Due to Christmas falling on Monday in 2017, Republic Services will pick up 

garbage and recycling one day later than normal during the week of Christmas and will return to 

their normal pick up schedule the week of January 1, 2018. 
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12. REPORT ON THE NORTH CAROLINA LEAGUE OF MUNICIPALITIES MEETING 

Council Member Jim Mackie, who served as the Town of Granite Falls voting delegate at the 

North Carolina League of Municipalities (NCLM) Annual Conference, shall give a report on the 

annual conference that was held in Greenville, NC September 20-22, 2017.  

 
XII. OTHER BUSINESS NOT LISTED 

XIII. MANAGER UPDATE 

 Town Manager Jerry Church shall update the Council on the following: 

 

1. Enclosed with your Agenda package is a calendar of events through the end of November 2018. 

Revisions since the last calendar are highlighted in gray. Upcoming events include the Veterans 

Day Celebration at the Recreation Center on Thursday, November 9th at 10:00 a.m., the Festival on 

the Square Annual Tree Lighting Ceremony on Monday, November 20th at 6:15 p.m. and the 

Granite Falls Rotary Annual Christmas Parade on Saturday, December 2nd at noon. Members of 

the Town Council may attend these events but there will be no Council business conducted at any 

of the events in instances where a quorum of the Council may be present.  

 

2. The Town auditors, Martin Starnes & Associates, will present the annual audit report at the 

November 6th special Council meeting. 

 

XIV. CLOSED SESSION 

 

Under N.C. General Statute 143-318.11 (3) the Council shall hold a closed session to consult with 

an attorney employed or retained by the public body in order to preserve the attorney-client 

privilege between the attorney and the public body, which privilege is hereby acknowledged. 

 

XV. COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 

1.  WPCOG Policy Board  

2.  Caldwell County Railroad Policy Board 

3.  Sales Tax Reinvestment Committee 

4.  Catawba River Study Committee 

5.  Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and Technical Coordinating 

6.  Caldwell County Economic Development Commission (EDC) 

7.  Corporate Circle – sponsored by Caldwell Chamber of Commerce 

8.  NC Municipal Power Agency # 1 Board of Commissioners 

9.  Caldwell County Manager’s bi-monthly meeting 

10.  ElectriCities Grassroots Committee 

11.  Caldwell County’s Green Commission 
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INFORMATION ITEMS: 

1. The Granite Falls Planning Board will meet Tuesday, October 24th at 5:00 p.m. in the Council 

Room.  

2. The Board of Adjustment will meet Wednesday, November 1st at 5:00 p.m. in the Council Room. 

3. The Granite Falls Recreation Advisory Board will meet Monday, October 9th at 6:00 p.m. at the 

Recreation Center. 

4. The Granite Falls History Committee will meet Tuesday, October 17th at 2:00 p.m. at the Baird 

House. 

5. The Granite Falls Merchant’s Association (GFMA) will meet Monday, October 16th at noon in the 

Council Room. 

6. The WPCOG MPO/RPO meeting will be at 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, October 25th at the WPCOG. 

7. The Granite Falls ABC Board will meet Tuesday, October 10th at 5:30 p.m. at the ABC store. 

 

Reminder:  The next Town Council Meeting will be a regular meeting on Monday, October 16, 2017 

at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers. 


